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respect individual rights to self- identification, 
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perpetuate lower educational aspirations, achievement, and attainment for certain groups 
of students.1 

�x Rigor is defined as instruction, schoolwork, learning experiences, and educational 
expectations that are academically, intellectually, and personally challenging. Rigorous 
learning experiences, for example, help students understand knowledge and concepts that 
are complex, ambiguous, or contentious, and they help students acquire skills that can be 
applied in a variety of educational, career, and civic contexts throughout their lives.1 

�x Socioeconomic status is the social standing or class of an individual or group. It is often 
measured as a combination of education, income, and occupation. Examinations of 
socioeconomic status often reveal inequities in access to resources, as well as issues 
related to privilege, power, and control.2 

�x Sociocultural responsiveness involves the active sensitivity to what all students need to 
be successful academically, psychologically, emotionally, and socially. Such 
responsiveness recognizes that all students are different and must be uniquely responded 
to, challenged and stimulated, and strategies must be adapted to meet the needs of 
individual and groups of students.2 

�x Student engagement is the degree of attention, curiosity, interest, optimism, and passion 
that students show when they are learning or being taught, which extends to the level of 
motivation they have to learn and progress in their education. Generally speaking, the 
concept of “student engagement” is predicated on the belief that learning improves when 
students are inquisitive, interested, or inspired, and that learning tends to suffer when 
students are bored, dispassionate, disaffected, or otherwise “disengaged”. 1 
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RESOURCES 
Equity in Education 

Equity in Education: What it is and why it Matters 
https://www.thinkingmaps.com/equity-education-matters/ 

RIDES Improvement Cycle for Equity– Overview and Usage Guide 
https://rides.gse.harvard.edu/equity-improvement-cycle 

Advancing and Advocating for Social Justice & Equity 
https://www.nameorg.org/learn/what_is_equity.php 

NSBA Center for Public Education  
Educational Equity: What does it mean? How do we know when we reach it? 

Equity Literacy Institute 
www.equityliteracy.org 
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Students with disabiliti


